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Russia inquiry takes 
dramatic step forward 


Former Trump campaign chief and associate are indicted 
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Almost six weeks after Hurricane 
Maria, 70% of the island remains 
without electricity. CARLOS GIUSTI/AP 
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Kevin Johnson 
and Brad Heath 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation produced 
on Monday its first criminal charges, its 
first guilty plea and first public confirma- 
tion that an aide to President Trump’s 
campaign sought an allegiance with Rus- 
sians to gather “dirt” on his political rival. 

The series of charges unsealed early 
Monday morning is a significant step in 
the federal investigation of Russian at- 
tempts to influence the 2016 presidential 
election, which Trump has dismissed as 
a “hoax” and a “witch hunt.” While 
Mueller did not allege that Trump or his 
campaign colluded with Moscow, the 
charges offer the first public view into a 
far-flung criminal investigation that has 
cast a shadow on the president’s first 
year in office. 

In one case, ex-Trump foreign policy 
adviser George Papadopoulos pleaded 
guilty to a charge that he lied to FBI 
agents about his contacts with a profes- 
sor he believed “had substantial connec- 
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A grand jury charges Paul Manafort 
worked to influence the government, 
then laundered profits. 
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Legal filings suggest special 
counsel Robert Mueller is 
willing to dig back before 
the campaign into activities 
by Trump associates. 


tions to Russian government officials” 
during the campaign. The professor of- 
fered him “dirt” — in the form of thou- 
sands of emails — on Trump’s election 
opponent, Hillary Clinton. 

A grand jury also indicted former 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort and 
his associate Rick Gates on charges 
that they secretly worked on behalf of 
pro-Russian factions in Ukraine, then 
laundered millions of dollars in profits 
through foreign bank accounts. Prose- 
cutors charged that the men sought to 
cover up their work even while they 
held senior roles in Trump’s campaign. 
Both pleaded not guilty to the charges. 
A judge on Monday placed them under 
house arrest, setting bond at 
$10 million for Manafort and $5 million 
for Gates. 

At the White House, Trump and his 
aides sought to downplay the signifi- 
cance of the charges, suggesting that 
the work Manafort and Gates did in Uk- 
raine was unconnected to the cam- 
paign and that Papadopoulos was a 


See INDICTMENTS, Page 2A 


to weeks of delays 


Alan Gomez and Rick Jervis 
USA TODAY 


When hurricanes Harvey and Irma 
hit Texas and Florida back to back, 
utility companies from other states 
spent just a few hours finalizing con- 
tracts to dispatch linemen and bucket 
trucks to help restore power. 

But when Hurricane Maria deci- 
mated Puerto Rico on Sept. 20, simply 
clearing that first step to provide assis- 
tance became a complicated process 
that significantly delayed deploying 
crews. The result: 70% of the island 
remains without power nearly six 
weeks later. 

Lakeland Electric, a utility in Cen- 
tral Florida, has both sent and received 
assistance after multiple storms in re- 
cent years, a now-standardized proc- 
ess that allows fleets of trucks to roll 
out quickly across the country after a 
disaster. But Lakeland’s general man- 
ager, Joel Ivy, said he has never gone 
through a process like the one after 
Hurricane Maria. 

Ivy spent the first few days after the 
storm just figuring out exactly who 
was in charge. His team spent another 
week negotiating a contract with 
Whitefish Energy Holdings, the small 
Montana company hired by Puerto Ri- 
co’s electric authority to oversee the 
restoration of the island’s power grid. 

Lakeland’s first linemen finally ar- 
rived in San Juan on Saturday — 36 
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of Americans say Halloween 
is a great way to escape 
political talk this year. 
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Climate change no longer future threat: 
Disease, heat hurting us now, study finds 


Doyle Rice 
USA TODAY 


Climate change is already having an 
extraordinary impact on human health 
worldwide — affecting the spread of in- 
fectious diseases, exposing millions to 
air pollution and heat waves and dra- 
matically reducing labor productivity, 
according to a report released Monday. 

“The human symptoms of climate 
change are unequivocal and potential- 
ly irreversible,” the report by the British 
medical journal The Lancet says, and 
the situation is so serious that signifi- 
cant gains by modern medicine and 
technology are being undercut. 

“The delayed response to climate 
change over the past 25 years has jeop- 
ardized human life and livelihoods,” 
the report says. 

While most previous similar studies 
have covered the potential impact of 
climate change on future public health 


“The human symptoms of climate 
change are unequivocal and 
potentially irreversible.” 


Report in the British medical journal The Lancet 


problems, The Lancet report goes a step 
further and illustrates how it is no longer 
a future threat but a current one. 

The direct effects of climate change 
“result from rising temperatures and 
changes in the frequency and strength 
of storms, floods, droughts and heat 
waves — with physical and mental 
health consequences,” it says. 

For example, from 2000 to 2016, there 
has been a 46% increase in the number 
of weather-related disasters, the report 
notes. 

Some of the findings: 

I Warming is exacerbating the 
spread of Dengue fever, the world’s 
most rapidly expanding disease. In fact, 


two types of mosquitoes’ ability to 
spread Dengue globally has increased 
by 9.4% and 11.1% since the 1950s. 

I An additional 125 million people 
around the world were exposed to heat 
waves each year from 2000 to 2016 (as 
compared with 1986-2008) and a record 
175 million people were exposed to heat 
waves in 2015. 

I Rising temperatures have led to a 
5.3% fall in labor productivity in the 
planet’s rural areas since 2000, with a 
dramatic drop of 2% from 2015 to 2016. 
In 2016, this effectively took more than 
920,000 people out of the global work- 
force. 

I Global exposure to dangerous lev- 
els of air pollution has increased by 
11.2% since 1990. 

I Climate change is also worsening 
allergies in the United States. For exam- 
ple, Americans faced significantly long- 
er exposure to ragweed pollen in 2016 
compared with 1990. 
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